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Mission Statement
We follow in the footsteps of Jesus to love, learn and grow.

Our Own Grown Curriculum

Our own grown curriculum provides every child with a Catholic education based on the
life and teachings of Jesus Christ in which our schools Mission Statement and the Gospel
Values underpin all aspects of school life.

We recognise and celebrate that every child is made in the image and likeness of God.
Our curriculum is inclusive and meets the needs of every child in our school.

We have grown a curriculum that is progressive and sequential, creative, challenging, fun
and enriching. The curriculum provides every child with the knowledge, skills and
experiences to become excellent lifelong learners and equip them to embrace the diverse
and ever changing world that we live in.

Purpose of this policy
This policy reflects the aims and values of The Federation of Guardian Angels’ and Our
Lady of Lourdes RCPS. It ensures all stakeholders, including staff, governors, parents and
children, are working towards the same goals.
The purpose of this policy is to:
e Set out a framework for all teaching and non-teaching staff, giving guidance on
planning, teaching and assessment
e Demonstrate adherence to the National Curriculum objectives and guidelines
e Provide clear information to parents and carers about what their children will be
taught
e Allow the governing board to monitor the curriculum

Our Vision

Within the Federation of Guardian Angels’ and Our Lady of Lourdes RCPS, we believe
that Reading is a fundamental skill which enables children to access all areas of learning,
ensuring they can make progress and succeed. We aim to provide children with a literacy-
rich environment, high quality texts and inspiring learning opportunities, which will help
them to gain a life-long enjoyment of reading and books. Children are taught to read
accurately, fluently and with understanding. Children are shown how to apply a
knowledge of structured synthetic phonics in order to decode unfamiliar words with
increasing accuracy and speed and how to read with expression, clarity and confidence.
We develop a good linguistic knowledge of vocabulary and grammar as well as teaching
children how to read and respond to a wide range of different types of texts to develop a
deeper level of emotional intelligence and empathy.



Aims and outcomes
By the end of Year 6, children should:

e Maintain positive attitudes to reading and an understanding of what they read
by: continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry,
plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks; reading books that are
structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes; increasing their
familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional
stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other
cultures and traditions; recommending books that they have read to their peers,
giving reasons for their choices; identifying and discussing themes and conventions
in and across a wide range of writing; making comparisons within and across
books; learning a wider range of poetry by heart; preparing poems and plays to
read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and
volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience

e Understand what they read by: checking that the book makes sense to them,
discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context;
asking questions to improve their understanding; drawing inferences such as
inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and
justifying inferences with evidence; predicting what might happen from details
stated and implied; summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1
paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas; identifying how
language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

e Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader

e Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion

e Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction

e Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can
read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
courteously

e Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using
notes where necessary

Provide reasoned justifications for their views

Teaching and learning of Reading

Our children are taught in an English rich environment where the all-encompassing nature
of English will be reflected in the cross-curricular links for reading, writing and speaking
and listening. The English curriculum draws on a variety of teaching/learning approaches
and we strive for a balance between those that concern the child’s individual developing
use of language and those that concern the knowledge about language and literature.
Read Write Inc is taught in EYFS and KS1. Teachers deliver English lessons through
whole, quality texts chosen for high levels of pupil engagement and links to topic areas
where appropriate. The mode of working in English is a balance between whole class
teaching, teacher directed group work and independent working.

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 - Read, Write, Inc scheme as well as Literacy/English
lessons with a text focus.

Years 2-6 — Weekly Reading Comprehension lessons; English lessons with a focused text.



Reading Curriculum Overview
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Fiction Setting Historical Geographical Unfamiliar Fantasy Setting Classic Fiction
Description Narrative Narrative Setting Narrative Romeo and Juliet
How to Live Letters from the Journey to the Narrative The Girl of Ink
Forever Lighthouse River Sea The Tale of the and Stars
Three Brothers
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Cross-curricular links

Reading shares links with the following subjects:
English: development of literacy skills through reading, writing and oracy
Maths: accessing reasoning questions

RE: reading scripture and producing written responses

Computing: emails and word processing

Geography: reading and understanding information; written responses

History: reading and understanding information; written responses
Science: reading and understanding information; written responses
Art and Design: reading and understanding information; written responses
Design and Technology: reading and understanding information; written responses
Music: reading and understanding information; written responses

P.S.H.E.: reading and understanding information; written responses

Assessment
At Guardian Angels’ and Our Lady of Lourdes, assessment enables staff to understand
what children have learnt before, what they need to learn now and what they will learn

next.

Formative assessment
We assess children’s work in English from three aspects (long term, medium-term and
short-term). We make short-term assessments which we use to help inform our short-term
planning. These are closely matched to the teaching objectives and will often be made
from day-to-day observations by children and adults. We make medium-term assessments
to measure the progress against the key objectives and to help us plan the next unit of

work.

Summative assessment
We assess the children using NFER Reading Tests and Salford Sentence Reading
Assessments to assess fluency (Y2- Y6).
Summative assessment is completed termly, based on the knowledge and skills that the
medium-term plan requires as a key focus.
At the end of each school year, children will be assessed within one of the following

bands:

Pre-Key Stage (PKS)
Working Towards the curriculum (WT)
Working at Expected (EXP)




Working at Greater depth (GDS)

Marking
Children receive regular feedback and marking follows the school’s marking policy.

Recording of children’s learning
In Reading, pupils will record their learning in the following ways:

Reception — Individual Learning Journey Books

Years1-2 — English books, Reading folders for children off the RWI phonics scheme
Years 3-6 - English Books and English Skills Books (Reading Comprehension
lessons)

SEND Pupils in Years 1-6 and all of EYFS - Seesaw

School Website



Roles and responsibilities

Executive Headteacher

The Executive Headteacher (with the support from the Head of School) will:
e Support the subject leader but also hold them to account for the effectiveness of the
subject
e Support staff through the provision of training and resources
e Monitor the planning and delivery of the subject
e Ensure the requirements of the National Curriculum are met
e Ensure this policy is reviewed according to the timescales set out

Subject leader
The subject leaders will:
e Prepare and review subject policy and curriculum plans
e Promote the study of the subject throughout the school
e Monitor the teaching and assessment of the subject
e Attend appropriate CPD
e Stay informed regarding developments in the study and teaching of the subject
e Evaluate resources
e Provide training and CPD to staff on the subject curriculum and its delivery, and
keep them informed about subject developments nationally
e Assess the impact of the subject curriculum on pupils’ learning and development
e Make presentations to governors on the subject and how it is being taught

Teachers

Class Teachers will:
e Teach and assess the subject according to the principles laid out in this policy
e Report to the subject leader
e Maintain subject knowledge and appropriate CPD

Inclusion
Teachers set high expectations for all children in Writing. They will use appropriate
assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:
e More able children
e Children with low prior attainment
e Children from disadvantaged backgrounds
e Children with special educational needs (SEN)
e Children with English as an additional language (EAL)

Teachers will plan lessons so children with SEN and/or disabilities can access the teaching of
writing, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.

Teachers will adapt and modify their planning and resources to meet the needs of each
child.



Teachers will also take account of the needs of children whose first language is not English.
Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help children to develop their English,
and to support them to take part in writing activities.

Links to other policies
This subject policy links to the following policies and procedures:
e Curriculum policy
e Assessment policy
e Marking and Feedback policy
e Learning and Living Differences (SEND) policy
e Teaching and Learning policy

Monitoring and review
This policy will be reviewed by staff and governors every two years.



